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Intravascular ultrasound showed a small tubular, low-echoic structure exterior to media (A, arrowhead). Histology conﬁrmed vasa vasorum
formation in the corresponding sections (B and C).A 90-year-old women died with acute peritonitis.
After she died, the coronary artery was imaged by
intravascular ultrasound (IVUS) (Atlantis SR Pro,
40MHz, Boston Scientiﬁc, Natick,Massachusetts).
IVUS visualized a small tubular, low-echoic struc-
ture exterior to media (Fig. 1A, arrowhead).
Histology conﬁrmed vasa vasorum formation in the
corresponding sections (Figs. 1B and 1C).
The vasa vasorum of the coronary artery is
a network of small blood vessels that supply coro-
nary vessel wall and is known as 1 of the morpho-
logical characteristics of vulnerable plaque. The
majority of vasa vasorum arises from the adventitia
and penetrates the outer side of the coronary plaque.
In general, the depth in IVUS images is around 8 toFrom the Department of Cardiology, Kawasaki Medical School, Kura-
shiki, Japan. All authors have reported that they have no relationships
relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose.10 mm and, therefore, is sufﬁcient for visualizing
vasa vasorum. The size of the vasa vasorum varies
widely and IVUS could detect several hundred
micrometers of the vasa vasorum as a tubular, low-
echoic structure at the outer side of the coronary
plaque.
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